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weekly meeting, ratify the order of the overseer or relieving
officer (who also issues orders), or disallow it, as they think
proper.
Midwifery and surgical operations are paid for as extras.
Such is an outline of a system which has been in operation for
nearly three years, and which I believe only wants to be made
known to become more extensively applied. It was introduced
here through the suggestion of guardians who knew of its satis-
factory working in another union. The only fault that can be
found with it is, that the sum set aside for the payment of the
medical officers is not high enough; it should be greater, and
regulated by the population and acreage of the union.
I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Swaffham, Norfolk, Feb. 1859. FRED. J. THOMAS, M.R.C.S.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As we are now likely to get some alterations made by
the Poor-law Board as regards their medical officers, I think
that Clause 3 of Mr. Griffin’s" Scheme," as to their quali-
fications, should be adopted. Should they be allowed to re-
main as at present, I am sure you will agree with me that it
would be quite against the spirit of the new Medical Act, and
most unjust towards a large class of practitioners who are now
qualified to practise medicine and surgery throughout the whole
of her Majesty’s dominions.
I could mention several instances where practitioners of
standing, who hold the qualification of M.R.C.S. with the
degree of M.D. from one of the Scotch or Irish Universities,
have been debarred from holding union appointments on ac-
count of not having the licence of the Hall-a licence which
now does not give its possessor a legal right to practise medi-
cine. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
February, 1859. 
_____ ___ 
M. R. C. S.
Correspondence.
"Audialteram partem."
PRIVATE PRACTICE AND PUBLIC CRITICISM.
[LETTER FROM PROFESSOR SYME.]
JAMES SYME.
To the Fditor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The practice of surgery cannot be promoted without
the publication of what are believed by their authors to be im-
provements ; and as no step in advance can be taken without
the risk of error, it is incumbent upon everyone who proposes
a new mode of treatment to give all the information in his
power for the prevention of failure and the insurance of success.
In the lecture which was delivered last August to the members
of the British Medical Association, and which was published
soon afterwards in THE LANCET, I have explained, together
with the means of counteraction, every source of danger that
my experience has detected in the operation for stricture by
.external division; and having done so, I must leave my pro-
posal to the judgment of the profession, in the hope that it
will continue to be regarded as a useful expedient in treating
’ certain forms of a very troublesome disease.
If adding to the resources of practice affords any claim to
gratitude or commendation, there can be no graver offence
against professional propriety than unjustly blaming and un-
truly representing the exertions of those who are trying to be
useful. At an early period of my bringing the operation for
stricture before the profession, the Medical Times published a
series of calumnies, to which I could give no further reply than
a simple denial, because their authors had, so far as I was con-
cerned, placed themselves beyond the pale of professional
respect and courtesy. Two of these persons prosecuted me for
applying this expression to them, and I conducted my defence
so as to afford them an opportunity of proving the truth of
their allegations; but this they declined, and had verdicts
given against them. One of them fled the country, while the
other had a subscription made by some congenial spirits to pay
his expenses, and the money so collected was carried to my
agent by the same " John Renton" who is now described as a
practitioner nf respectability. Tt mav hf truly said that tlip.
Medical Times and its correspondent are worthy of each other,
and also of the writer who deems the ill-natured surmises of
malevolent ignorance a good ground for assailing beneficial
practice. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Edinburgh, Feb. 1859. 
THE "CURE" OF CANCER AT PARIS.
[NOTE FROM MR. WEEDEN COOKE.]
WEEDEN COOKE, M. R. C. S.,
Surgeon to the Cancer Hospital, &c.
To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Some six or seven years ago, " Dr." Vri&egrave;s came to
London from one of the West India Islands, where he had
practised with as much or as little qualification as may be
necessary in those parts. He came to the Cancer Hospital,
and requested permission to employ his " cure" upon some of
the patients. His assertions of success wanted none of the
usual aplomb and fanfaronade. After some coquetting, he
consented to disclose the nature of his proposed remedies, and
he was then allowed to have six cases under his care. I need
scarcely say, that he failed to cure any one of them, or even,
as far as my recollection serves me, to produce any beneficial
effect. Since then I have heard little of him in London, and
I perceive that he has now found a nest in Paris for a season.
His wonder-working material, he said, was the leaves of the
aloe, steeped in rum, given internally; and the application of
powdered camphor, mixed with arrowroot, to ulcers; pres.
sure, by means of bandages, to cancers not ulcerated, and, I
think, sometimes, iodine in pills.
I will only add that, as in the case of the gentleman in
Paris, he was always " confident of curing" the patient.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Upper Berkeley-street, Feb. 1359. D R.C.S.
P.S.-The Paris case is situated in the upper’ lip-a very
rare position for cancer.
TREATMENT OF SCARLATINA BY AMMONIA.
G. GODDARD ROGERS, M.D.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-After the publicity which has been given by one gentle-
man to the successful treatment of scarlatina by ammonia, it
appears to me desirable that those should also be heard who
have had opportunities of testing its effects, and have been dis-
appointed in the results. During the past few weeks I have
been thrown into a sphere of rural practice, where scarlatina
simplex and cynanche maligna both came under my treatment.
With every wish to give the sesquicarbonate of ammonia a fair
trial, I prescribed it from the first, in the manner recommended
by Mr. Witt, but in the early stages of the complaint it was
badly borne, and exercised none of those preventive properties
for which it has been so much lauded. In fact I have no hesi-
tation in saying that in one case, where a perilous state of the
throat came on, I should not have acted conscientiously had I
relied solely on this drug. When recourse was had to wine,bark, and chlorate of potass in addition, a marked improvement
speedily occurred. There is one great objection to the adminis-
tration of simple solution of ammonia where children are the
snn’erei’s: the little patients complain excessively of the
"burning medicine," and I found much difficulty in getting
parents to consent to my continuing a remedy which caused so
much pain, and for a time aggravated the throat symptoms. I
have no wish to decry any plan of treatment needlessly, but I
have not found the same satisfactory results of which others
speak; nor can I think we have yet arrived at a knowledge of
specific for scarlet, any more than for continued, fever, the
treatment of which latter, as Dr. Watson remarks, "has at
all times been a stumbling-block and a subject of dispute, even
amongst physicians who have built it upon their experience."
’, I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
!, 
’, George-street, Hanover-square, Feb. 1859.
WET-NURSES FROM THE FALLEN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Allow me to offer one or two remarks upon Mr. Acton’s
letter which you published last week. Most of the points
touched upon in that letter have been so ably discussed from
time to time in the " Medical Annotations" of THE LANCET,
that I presume your readers are prepared to accept Mr. Acton’s
opinions for what they are worth, and no more. My object,
